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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
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www.goodshepherdcanton.org 
 

Our Mission: Created, saved and strengthened through God’s grace,  
we give, share, love and care for all people. 
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 Gathering 
  
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude                                              
 
Please stand as able 

Confession and forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our sal-
vation. Amen. 
 
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our 
sin. God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to 
be messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our 
joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and build barri-
ers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of 
creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore 
our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal 
life in you.  Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus we are forgiven and re-
deemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of 
God. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn                                            The First Noel                                ELW 300 
   
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                       Love Has Come                                  ELW 292 

 
Prayer of the Day  
Response: Amen. 
 

Word 
 
Please be seated 

First Reading                                                                               Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For 
darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the LORD will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light and kings 
to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 
shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of 
the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of 
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Second Reading                                                                    Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you gentiles, 
for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me 
for you and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a 
few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the 
mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, 
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the 
gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant 
according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. 
Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ and to make everyone see what is the 
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that 
he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access in boldness and 
confidence through faith in him. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand if able at the introduction 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
Gospel                                                                                         Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.”  When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 
Israel.’ ” Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated through the Offering 

Homily 
 
 

Response to the Word 
 
 

Hymn of the Day             
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Apostles’ Creed  

  
  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth...Hear us, O god. Your mercy is great. 
With the joy of Christ’s birth…Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
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daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 
Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Greet those near you. 

 
 
Offering 
  
 
lease stand as able through the Holy, Holy 

Offering Response 
 

 
 
 
Offering Prayer 

 
Meal 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise 
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Preface  join their unending hymn… (4 measure intro) 

 

 
 
Please be seated  

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 

 

God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy. 

 

Lamb of God 
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Communion 

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
(All take the wafer located in the bottom of the chalice) 

 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
(All drink from the top of the chalice) 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Response: Amen 
 

Sending 
 
Blessing 
Response:  Amen. 
 
Hymn                               As with Gladness Men of Old                     ELW 302 
 
 
Dismissal 
Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                        

            
 

Worship Assistants 
 

Homilist 
Lei Fahrner 

 
 

Lector 
Jan Carlson 

 
 

Greeter 
Gay Rankin 

 
 

Ushers 
Karen & Chuck Pressler 

 
 

Main Camera/Production 
Carl & Anne Fahrner 

 
Pianist 

Maira Liliestedt 

Today’s altar flowers are given by  

Rod Swartz to the glory of God  

for a safe new year and in honor 

of my son, Patrick’s, birthday. 
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PleaseÊturnÊmobileÊphonesÊoffÊorÊputÊthemÊinÊtheÊvibrateÊmode.Ê 
 

CCLI# 20019340     One License# A-719717     Augsburg# SAS003313 

Undecorate the church– today!!! 

Many hands make light work! If you are 
available to stay and un-decorate the 

church today it would be greatly  
appreciated! 

Today is the Last Day to Sign up and 
Pay for the Sunday, January 11th Pro-

gram and Catered Hot Lunch 

 

 

 

 

The lunch cost is $13 per person which in-
cludes gratuity.  The sign up sheet is in the 
Gathering Space! All money needs to be in 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder to ALL council members!!!  
Please submit your year end reports to 
Lei Fahrner no later than Sunday, Janu-
ary 4th.  Thank you! 

Also, Adult Sunday School members, 
please let Lei know what you would like 
to study starƟng in February! 

 

 

 

 

The 2026 Altar Flower Sign Up Sheet is in 
the Gathering Space 

The sign up sheet is now available for 
2026 altar flowers.  The cost is sƟll $50 
for two vases.  Members and non mem-
bers are welcome to sign up!  Please fill 
out a blue dedicaƟon sheet when you 
sign up and put it in the offering plate or 
in the church office. 



11 

 

W
or

sh
ip

   
 

 
 

A
ss

is
ta

nt
s 

D
at

e 
U

sh
er

 
Le

ct
or

 
G

re
et

er
  

Fl
ow

er
 W

ra
pp

er
  

Pe
w

 R
ac

ks
 

O
pe

ni
ng

 

1/
4 

Ka
re

n 
&

 C
hu

ck
 P

re
ss

le
r 

Ja
n 

Ca
rls

on
  

G
ay

 R
an

ki
n 

Li
nd

a 
La

ut
en

sc
hl

ag
er

 
Pa

t L
on

g 
M

ill
er

 

1/
11

 
Jil

l &
 B

ill
 T

oy
 

Je
n 

Lo
w

ry
 

Sa
nd

i S
el

f 
G

ay
 R

an
ki

n 
Pa

t L
on

g 
Bu

rg
es

s 

1/
18

 
Ju

dy
 F

la
di

ng
/R

od
 S

w
ar

tz
 

G
al

e 
N

ag
el

 
Li

nd
a 

M
ill

er
 

G
ay

 R
an

ki
n 

Pa
t L

on
g 

Ro
bi

ns
on

 

1/
25

 
Lo

re
le

i &
 R

od
 L

op
ic

k 
Ju

dy
 F

la
di

ng
 

G
lo

ria
 K

oh
l 

Ka
re

n 
Pr

es
sle

r 
Pa

t L
on

g 
D

av
en

po
rt

 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

2/
1 

Ju
dy

 &
 W

il 
Ba

um
 

G
ar

y 
M

ill
er

 
Ch

uc
k 

Pr
es

sl
er

 
Ka

re
n 

Pr
es

sle
r 

Li
nd

a 
Bu

rg
es

s 
M

ill
er

 

2/
8 

Ja
n 

&
 N

ei
l C

ar
lso

n 
Ro

d 
Sw

ar
tz

 
Pa

t L
on

g 
Ju

dy
 F

la
di

ng
 

Li
nd

a 
Bu

rg
es

s 
Bu

rg
es

s 

2/
15

 
Pa

t H
off

m
an

/P
at

 L
on

g 
Ju

dy
 F

la
di

ng
 

H
ow

ar
d 

Le
as

ur
e 

Ju
dy

 F
la

di
ng

 
Li

nd
a 

Bu
rg

es
s 

Ro
bi

ns
on

 

2/
18

 A
W

 
An

ni
ck

 S
ch

ra
de

r/
Li

nd
a 

Bu
rg

es
s 

G
al

e 
N

ag
el

 
D

on
na

 Ja
km

id
es

 
N

on
e 

Li
nd

a 
Bu

rg
es

s 
H

off
m

an
 

2/
22

 
Ci

nd
y 

&
 H

ow
ar

d 
Le

as
ur

e 
Pa

t H
off

m
an

 
Ju

dy
 B

au
m

 
Jil

l &
 B

ill
 T

oy
 

Li
nd

a 
Bu

rg
es

s 
D

av
en

po
rt

 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

3/
1 

Jil
l &

 B
ill

 T
oy

 
Pa

t L
on

g 
An

ni
ck

 S
ch

ra
de

r 
Jil

l &
 B

ill
 T

oy
 

G
lo

ria
 K

oh
l 

M
ill

er
 

3/
8 

Lo
re

le
i &

 R
od

 L
op

ic
k 

Ci
nd

y 
Le

as
ur

e 
Li

nd
a 

La
ut

en
sc

hl
ag

er
 

Li
nd

a 
La

ut
en

sc
hl

ag
er

 
G

lo
ria

 K
oh

l 
Bu

rg
es

s 

3/
15

 
Li

nd
a 

&
 G

ar
y 

M
ill

er
 

N
ei

l C
ar

ls
on

 
D

ia
ne

 D
ee

m
 

Li
nd

a 
La

ut
en

sc
hl

ag
er

 
G

lo
ria

 K
oh

l 
Ro

bi
ns

on
 

3/
22

 
Pa

t H
off

m
an

 &
 R

od
 S

w
ar

tz
 J

en
 L

ow
ry

 
G

ay
 R

an
ki

n 
G

ay
 R

an
ki

n 
G

lo
ria

 K
oh

l 
D

av
en

po
rt

 

3/
29

 
Ka

re
n 

&
 C

hu
ck

 P
re

ss
le

r 
An

ne
 F

ah
rn

er
 

Jil
l T

oy
 

G
ay

 R
an

ki
n 

G
lo

ria
 K

oh
l 

H
off

m
an

 



12 

 

S
un

 
M

on
 

Tu
e 

W
ed

 
Th

u 
Fr

i 
S

at
 

 
 

 
 

1 
2 

3 

4 
   

  L
ei

 

W
or

sh
ip

 9
:1

5a
 

5 
6 

7 
   

   A
A

 7
p 

8 

Y
og

a 
10

a 

9 C
ra

ft
s 

&
 C

on
-

ve
rs

at
io

n 
10

a 

10
 

11
  P

as
to

r 
E

li
 

W
or

sh
ip

 9
:1

5a
 

P
ro

gr
am

 &
 L

un
ch

 

12
 

13
 

14
  A

A
 7

p 

C
ou

nc
il

 7
p 

15
 Y

og
a 

10
a 

16
 

Q
ui

lt
in

g 
10

a 

17
 

18
  P

as
to

r 
E

li 

W
or

sh
ip

 9
:1

5a
 

19
 

20
 

21
 A

A
 7

p 

22
 Y

og
a 

10
a 

23
 

C
ra

ft
s 

&
 C

on
-

ve
rs

at
io

n 
10

a 

24
 

25
  L

ei
 

W
or

sh
ip

 9
:1

5a
 

C
on

g.
 M

tg
 1

0:
30

 

26
 

27
 

28
 A

A
 7

p 

29
 Y

og
a 

10
a 

30
 

31
 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

2
0

2
6

 


